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THE SIEGE OF TROY

[Three thousand years ago the blind poet
Homer wandered through Greece, singing his
songs in celebration of the achievements of
heroes of olden time. In his famous poem of
the Iliad he describes notable events during
the siege of Troy by the Greeks. Under the
title of Stones from Homer, Rev. A. J. Church
has summed up in interesting form for young
readers the various happenings told of in the
Iliad. The selections given here are chiefly
from this work, but the parts about "The Horse
of Wood" and "The Sack of Troy" are from
another good book by Mr. Church, called
Stories from Vergil. Vergil was a' Latin poet
who lived many centuries after Homer. He
narrates, in his JEneid, the imaginary adven-
tures of the Trojan leaders after the capture
and destruction of their city.]

THE ANGER OP APOLLO

T?OR nine years and more the Greeks had
JP besieged the city of Troy, and being more
numerous and better ordered, and having very
strong and valiant chiefs, they had pressed the
men of the city very hard, so that these dared
not go outside the walls. This being so, it was
the custom of the Greeks to leave a part of their
army to watch the besieged city and to send a
part on expeditions against such towns as they
knew 'to be friendly to the men of Troy, or as
they thought to'contain good store of provision

and treasure. Now among the towns with which
they dealt in this fashion was Chrysa, which
was sacred to Apollo, who had a great temple
therein and a priest. The temple and the priest
the Greeks, fearing the anger of the god, had
not harmed; but they had carried off with
other prisoners the priest's daughter, Chryseis
by name.
Now in the army of the Greeks there were
many kings, ruling each his own people, and
one who was sovereign lord over all, Agamem-
non, king of Mycenae. This sovereign lord went
not commonly with the army on its expeditions,
but he received, as indeed was fitting, a share of
the spoil This time the Greeks gave him, with
other things, the maiden Chryseis. But there
came to the camp next day the priest Chryses,
wishing to ransom his daughter. Much gold he
brought with him, and he had on his head the
priest's crown, that men might reverence him
the more. He went to all the chiefs, making his
prayer that they would take the gold and give
Mm back his daughter. And they all spake him
fair, and would have done what he wished.
Only Agamemnon would not have it so.
"Get thee out, graybeard!" he cried in great
wrath. "Let me not find thee lingering now
by the ships, neither coining hither again, or
it shall be the worse for thee, for all thy priest-
hood. And as for thy daughter, I shall carry
her away to Argos, when I shall have taken this
city of Troy."
Then the old man went out hastily in great
fear and trouble. And he walked in his sorrow